
The Girl Scout Promise
On my honor, I will try:
To serve God and my country,
To help people at all times,
And to live by the Girl Scout Law.

The Girl Scout Law
I will do my best to be 
honest and fair,
friendly and helpful, 
considerate and caring,
courageous and strong, and
responsible for what I say and do,
and to respect myself and others,
respect authority,
use resources wisely,
make the world a better place, and
be a sister to every Girl Scout.

GSSN.org

(775) 322-0642

girlscouts@gssn.org
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Did you know your investment in Girl Scouts is fueling 
the female leadership pipeline? 

50% of female business leaders, 80% of female 
tech leaders, 76% of female U.S. Senators, 100% 
of female U.S. Secretaries of State, and virtually 
every woman who has ever flown in space …. 
WERE GIRL SCOUTS. 

That’s the power of the Girl Scout Leadership Experience. It’s 
real. It’s measurable. And it’s what 4,823 local girls from across northern 
Nevada and northeastern California experienced this past year as they 
proudly wore their Girl Scout uniforms. 

Girl Scouts is the best leadership experience for girls in the world, 
period – designed specifically by, with, and for girls. Research shows there 
is no better place for her to discover her full potential. From seeking new 
experiences to building her business savvy, our girl-led program is verified by 
the Girl Scout Research Institute to help girls thrive in five key ways: 

•	 Develop a strong sense of self 
•	 Display positive values  
•	 Seek challenges and learn from setbacks
•	 Form and maintain healthy relationships
•	 Identify and solve problems in the community

Our council is home to 6,629 total Girl Scout girl and adult members. And to 
ensure ALL girls have access to leadership programming, I’m proud to share 
that 1,702 Girl Scouts participated through our Community Program 
(41 attended Camp Wasiu II – their very first camp experience, ever). 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, staff, and (most importantly!) the girls 
of the Girl Scouts of the Sierra Nevada, I would like to extend my deepest 
gratitude to our donors, volunteers, and supporters who devoted their time, 
talents, and resources this past year to the future of Sierra Nevada girls. 

Thank you for joining us in our continued mission to build courageous, 
confident girls of character who change the world. Together, we will continue 
to unleash the power of G.I.R.L. (Go-getter, Innovator, Risk-taker, Leader) 
in every girl, preparing her for a lifetime of leadership. 

We could not do this important work without our many generous supporters! 
Thank you, and please enjoy our 2016-2017 Impact Report.

Dear Friend of 
Girl Scouting,

Donors Your investment gave G.I.R.L.s the tools to empower themselves 
and the passion and knowledge to change the world.

Juliette Circle: $10,000+
E.L. Cord Foundation
E.L. Wiegand Foundation
Helen Close Charitable Foundation
Jack Van Sickle Foundation
Michael Justice & Kathleen Healy-Justice
NV Energy Foundation
Ozmen Foundation
Pat Tripple
Ranson & Norma Webster Foundation, at the 		
   Community Foundation of Western Nevada
Reno Orthopaedic Clinic
Robert Z. Hawkins Foundation
Thelma B. & Thomas P. Hart Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
William G. McGowan Charitable Fund, Inc.

Pearl Circle: $5,000-$9,999
Marie Crowley Foundation
Nell J. Redfield Foundation
Robert R. Banks Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation
U.S. Bancorp Foundation

Savannah Circle: $2,500-$4,999
Anonymous Donor
Atlantis Casino Resort Spa
AT&T
Bani Bands
Bank of America
Gannett Foundation
Intuit, Inc.
Newmont Mining Corporation Legacy Fund
Plumas Bank
Renown Health
Saint Mary's Regional Medical Center
SCHEELS
Sheryl Westad

Trefoil Circle: $1,500-$2,499
Ameriprise Financial
Brosy Family Dentistry
Cookie Bible
Diane Buice
Dr. Elwood Schmidt
Kohn & Company, LLP.
Pam & Mike Czyz
Reno Media Group
Susan Filous
Veritas
Washoe County School District

Honor Circle: $500-$1,499
Amber & Kyle Aiton
Anonymous STEM Donor
Bill Pearce Motors
Dennis & Marcia Dickinson
Derek & Pat Anderson
Dermody Properties Foundation
Dr. Linda Ash-Jackson
Geil Browning, Ph.D.
Geological Society of Nevada
IMBIB, LLC
Jamii Uboldi
Jane Albright
Jean Merkelbach
Jennifer Rogers-Markwell
Kathryn Landreth
Kim Tulman
La Tourrette Agency
Lyn Beggs
Marily Mora
Marilyn & James Rappaport
Mary Ann Lambert
Maureen Maffett
Mena Spodobalski
Michael Thomas
Microsoft
Miguel A. Ruiz Jr.
Neil Rombardo
Newmont Mining Corporation Legacy Fund
Pamela Boe
Q&D Construction Inc.
Rebecca & Shane Curtis
Reno-Tahoe Airport Authority
Renown Health
Robert Ramsdell
Sandra Raffealli
Sandy & Jim Rogers
Sheila Cockerell
Sierra Nevada Corporation
Truckee Meadows Community College
United Way of Northern Nevada & The Sierra
University of Nevada, Reno
William Gregory Communications, Inc.

Founder's Circle: $250-$499
Alisa Hardy Orton Memorial
AT&T Employee Giving Campaign
BJ North
Chris Coffing
Chris & Katie Knapp
Clorox Companies - Hidden Valley Distributing
Combined Federal Campaign SHR 0897
Denise Nickel
Donna Childs
Erica Orme
Henry Schein, Inc.
Jan & Melvin Watson
Janet Murray

Promise Circle: $50-$99
Alicia Meyer
Anita Bowers
Annabelle Younger
Arlene & George Summerhill
Barbara & Michael Painter
Bonnie & Trent Saviers
Bridget Speer-Loring
Carol Stiving
Charles Levitan
Colleen Quayle
Costco
Courtney & Christopher Meredith
Craig Gifford
Cyndi Fehler
Dean C. Dow
Debbie McCarthy
Dilon & Joan Dalusung
Ellen Hongo
Emilie Reafs

Heidi Loeb
Iridium Technology LLC.
Jacqueline Wheeler
Jamie Edrosa
Jim Shaw
Judith Dankel
Julio Escobar
Kara Mays
Karen & Jeff Ross
Karin Hilgersom
Karly McCutcheon
Katey & Matt Lundy
Kathleen Robb
Kathy Souza
Kelly Carman
Lyndsey Grune
Maria Edwards
Megan Duggan
Melissa Petterson

Melissa Wilhelm
Nancy Cummings-Schmidt
Nicolle Larson
Patricia Cafferata
Patricia Monahan
Patricia Ann Miller
Patty Elzy
Phyllis Freyer
Rosie Cowan
Ruth Halvorson
Stacey Huber
Stephanie Hix
Tahoe-Truckee Community Foundation
Tammy & Todd Westergard
The Z Bar
Tracie Lindeman
William Saylor

Gifts Made in Memory Of:
Alisa Hardy Orton
Betty Wheeler
Dr. Lynn Brosy, DDS
Diana Welmerink
Doris Pearce

Ellis Hardy Orton
Linda Shane
Maddie Watkins
Richard Barnes

Gifts Made in Honor or Celebration Of:
Aveline Blinco
Baby Atlas Rowe
Britton Griffith-Douglass
Chris Cox
Cookie Bible
D.D. LaPointe

Fayth Ross
Gillian Mandel
Maggie Christiansen
Serenity Waggoner
Toni Dodds
Toni Prime

Donations from October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2017 
are reflected in this Impact Report. Our apologies if we 
have inadvertently missed your name or company. Please 
contact us for any corrections: (775) 322-0642 ext. 1232.

Yours in Girl Scouting,

Pam Czyz
Chief Executive Officer

Girl Scouts of the Sierra Nevada

Jo West
Kathi Nelson
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Lois Paynter
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Marianne Anderson
Maureen Smercina
May Sagawa Shelton
Melissa Amaral
Raley's, Bel Air, Nob Hill Food Source
Shaaron Netherton
Susan & Ronald Clayton

Leader's Circle: $100-$249
Adam Anderson
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Anita Nelson
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Candee Candler
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Dr. Maria Sheehan
E. Ingrid Mc Kay Heggen
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Elissa Kratson
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Gary Maclean
Heidi & Chad Bible
Heidi & Guy Gansert
Jacqueline Pistorello
Jake Kellames
Janice Ono
Jimmy Breslin
Joan Dyer
Joan Wright
Joanne Estes-Short
John & Virginia Williamson
Karen Barsell
Karen Penner-Johnson
Karen Terry

Karina Ramirez
Kathryn Campion
Kris Wells
Krista Rousse
Laura Clift
Lisa Farmer
Lynda di Caro
Margo Piscevich
Marian & Robin Lanius
Marilyn Kuenzli-Howell
Mary Lamore
Mary & Reed Simmons
Matt McIver
Mission Cute
Monica Breitenbach
Morgan Rubenacker
NV Energy Employee
   Volunteer Committee

Paula Cady
Peg Farrar
Rebecca Hobson
Reno Rotary
Roger & Patsy Ruchala
Sandra Marz
Sharon Benson
Sue Wagner
Susan McLeod
Susan Welsh
Suzanne & Patrick Riley
Sydney Chavez
Sylvia Czyz
Teresa Froncek Rankin
Trudy Larson, MD.
Valerie Glenn
Vallery LaBarre
Veronica Barrera
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Here are some of our stories from the 2016-2017 fiscal year.

TRIUMPHANT 
Awards Dinner
Congratulations to our 2016 TRIUMPHANT Honorees! These local 
women inspire today’s girls to become tomorrow’s great leaders. 
We cannot thank our community enough for coming together to 
celebrate women and girls and raise $78,932 in critical funds 
needed to expand essential Girl Scout programs throughout the year. 

Cookie 
Program

Camp Wasiu II
GSSN’s Camp Wasiu II provides girls in grades 
1 to 12, with girl-led programming through 
outdoor overnight experiences. Each year, our 
camp program grows, providing moreAll That Glitters:

Gold Award Girl Scouts 
Girl Scouts is the only place where girls 
can work toward and earn the Gold 
Award -- one of the most prestigious 
awards for girls in the world!

There is power in every G.I.R.L: Go-getter, Innovator, Risk-taker, and Leader. 

At Girl Scouts of the Sierra Nevada, we connect over 96,000 square miles in 

northern Nevada and northeastern California, providing opportunities for every 

Girl Scout from Alturas to Tahoe to Bishop, Reno to Elko, and everywhere in 

between to unleash her inner G.I.R.L.

G.I.R.L.s find sustainable solutions to problems in their communities.

G.I.R.L.s build robots and learn to code.

G.I.R.L.s explore the great outdoors.

G.I.R.L.s lead with passion and courage.

With the help of our 1,806 volunteers and special focuses on STEM and the 

outdoors, 2017 sparked even more growth in girls: developing a strong sense of 

self, seeking challenges and learning from setbacks, displaying positive values, 

forming and maintaining healthy relationships, and identifying and solving 

problems in the community. 

Amber and
	 Kyle Aiton
Cookie Bible
Paula Cady
Christine Casey
Laura Chappel
Donna Childs
Chris Coffing

Karen Culp
Pam and
	 Mike Czyz
Lisa Dernbach
Lynda di Caro
Cyndi Fehler
Wendy Hamilton
Liz Keene

Debbie Lambin
Rachael Lambin
Marian Lanius
Lease Family
Caroline Mathes
James Mathes
Carol Merideth
Jean Merkelbach

The GSSN Juliette Gordon Low Society recognizes and celebrates individuals who make a planned or deferred 
gift to Girl Scouts of the Sierra Nevada, assuring Girl Scouting will be available to future generations of girls.

GSSN Juliette Gordon Low Society Members

Financials:

S.T.E.M.

Girl Scouts is about so much more than cookies.  Everything a 
Girl Scout does centers on four program pillars: science, technology, 
engineering, and math (STEM); the outdoors; life skills; and 
entrepreneurship. Plus, this year we added new badges in STEM and 
the outdoors to up the adventure and the learning. 
 

Julia Ratti
Maureen Smercina
D. Scott Thompson 
Pat Tripple
Pam Verhaegen
Sheryl Westad
Colleen Worlton
Vicki N. Wright

Society members translate their lifelong passion for Girl Scouts into a legacy that will build girls who make the 
world a better place for many years to come. A planned gift can include naming Girl Scouts of the Sierra Nevada 
as a beneficiary of a will, retirement plan, living trust, life insurance policy, remainder gift of real estate, and other 
gifts that benefit Girl Scouts in the future.

To become a member of the GSSN Juliette Gordon Low Society, please contact us at (775) 322-0642 ext. 1232.

Financial Literacy
BJ North

Plumas Bank

Community Service
Britton Griffith-Douglass

Reno Engineering Corporation

STEM
Daphne D. LaPointe

Nevada Bureau of Mines & Geology

Environmental Leadership
Fayth Ross
Urban Roots

Healthy Living
Mena Spodobalski

EVOKE Fitness & Breast Cancer 2 Bikini

the largest girl-run financial literacy program 
in the world. Through learning five essential 
skills -- goal setting, decision making, money 
management, people skills, and business 
ethics -- our local Girl Scouts sold 484,630 
boxes of cookies. This averages out to 219 
boxes sold per girl -- a nearly 9% increase 
from 2016! 

2017 marked the 100-year 
anniversary of the Girl 
Scout Cookie Program,

As we enter a new century of the Girl Scout 
Cookie Program, GSSN board members and 
volunteers have selected Little Brownie 
Bakers (LBB) as our new cookie baker 
partner. 

LBB is a division of Kellogg’s, and they 
supply the majority of councils all over the 
country with the delicious Girl Scout Cookies 
customers ask for by name. GSSN and LBB 
are excited to work together to create the 
future of the Girl Scout Cookie Program!

We are excited that girls are going to 
have access to the name-brand cookies, 
technology and resources that will enable 
them to reach high goals and new learn skills 
along the way!

94% 

percentage of campers who 
reported becoming more 
self-confident due to their 
experiences at camp

93% 

percentage of campers who 
agreed, "I tried things I had 
never done before"

76

number of girls in-need who 
received financial assistance 
to attend camp

leadership opportunities and outdoor experiences for girls 
from Northern Nevada and Northeastern California. This 
year, 555 campers attended Camp Wasiu II, a 31 percent 
increase from summer 2016! 

Popular camp activities this summer included 
swimming, canoeing, stand-up paddle boarding, 
archery, hiking, arts & crafts, and learning outdoor/
camping skills. Through these activies, 22 nature-related 
badge earning opportunities were available to girls.

In addition, Camp Wasiu II received reaccreditation 
from the American Camp Association, recognizing our 
camp as among the safest and upholding the highest 
industry standards for hundreds of checkpoints across all 
facets of camp. In other words -- Camp Wasiu II rocks!

Earning a Girl Scout Gold Award is a great boost when 
it comes to applying for college and scholarships, 
establishing a lifetime network, and so much  more! 
Younger girls can also complete their Bronze and Silver 
awards as they work up to the Gold. All three awards 
give girls the chance to do powerful things while working 
on an issue that has captured their interest in a big way 
-- here, there's nothing she can't accomplish!

In 2017, GSSN was honored to recognize five outstanding Gold Award Girl Scouts:

Grace Griego
"Community Writes"

Holly Strasser
"The True Importance

of Honey Bees"
Awarded the Joseph P. and Lotus 

Crutchfield-Healy Memorial Scholarship

Kelsey Kjer
"STEM GEMS Slumber Party"

Madison Evans
"Camp for Preschoolers"

McKenna Boegle
"Art and Baking with the

Senior Residents at Sierra Manor"

Combined with existing STEM  programs, these new Journeys and badges, such as "Think 
Like a Citizen Scientist" and "Think Like a Programmer," are designed to help girls unleash 
their inner G.I.R.L. as they achieve the five outcomes of the Girl Scout Leadership 
Experience: sense of self, positive values, challenge seeking, healthy relationships, and 
community problem solving.

In 2017, GSSN was selected as one of nine councils 
across the country to pilot test new space science 

badges in partnership with GSUSA, SETI Institute, Aries, 
University of Arizona, the Astronomical Society of the 

Pacific, and NASA. As part of the grant, Girl Scout troops 
across our council will have an opportunity to test these 

new badges, learn about space science, provide feedback 
about the activities, and be part of Girl Scout history!

Reaching for the Stars: NASA Science for Girl Scouts

Statement of activities for the year 
ending September 30, 2017

Public Support
Contributions		  $339,649
Noncash Contributions	 $26,971
Legacies & Bequests	 $4,336

Total Public Support	 $370,956

Revenue
Cookie Sales (Net of Cost)                        $1,473,071
Special Events	                                     $47,290
Fall Product Sales	                                     $35,983
Sale of Merchandise		                    $35,951
Program Service Fees	                  $147,962
Investment Income		                     $27,231
Miscellaneous		                      $47,191

Total Revenue		  $1,814,679
Total Support & Revenue                          $2,185,635

Expenses
Program Services                                    $1,652,648 
Supporting Services                                  $458,847

Total Expenses	                                  $2,111,495

Operating Reserve Contribution                   $74,140
Ending Net Assets	                                  $2,448,016


